
Scope of the journal   

The aim of International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy is to provide a medium for the publication of articles 
on clinical pharmacy and related practice-oriented subjects in the pharmaceutical sciences. The scope of 
the journal is clinical pharmacy, its research and its application in e.g. pharmaceutical care. The editors 
therefore welcome contributions on the above-mentioned topics and especially on the following:  
 
• Pharmacotherapy and outcome research 
• Clinical pharmacy  
• Pharmacoepidemiology 
• Pharmacoeconomics  
• Pharmaceutical care  
• Medicines and medical devices utilisation  
• Medicines and medical devices information  
• Pharmacy services research  
• Medication management  
• Other clinical aspects of pharmacy  
 
The journal welcomes papers in the following categories: Review articles, Research articles, Case 
reports, Short research reports, Commentaries, and Letters to the Editor. AII submissions (including 
Commentaries and, if necessary, Letters) will be peer-reviewed by experts. 
Until 2010 the journal was called Pharmacy World & Science. 

Manuscript submission 

International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy has a fully web-enabled manuscript submission and review 
system. This system offers authors the option of tracking the review process of their manuscripts in real 
time. The online manuscript and review system offers easy and straightforward log-in and submission 
procedures. It supports a wide range of submission file formats, including Word, WordPerfect, RTF, TXT 
and LaTeX for article text and TIFF, EPS, PS, GIF, JPEG and PPT for figures. PDF manuscripts cannot 
be accepted.  
All Manuscripts should be submitted through: www.editorialmanager.com/IJCP. Please register as a user 
before submitting the first manuscript to us. 
 
NOTE: It is NOT necessary to submit the manuscript also in print or on disk. In case you encounter any 
difficulties while submitting your manuscript online, please get in touch with the responsible Editorial 
Assistant by clicking on 'CONTACT US' from the toolbar.  
 
Electronic figures  
 
Electronic versions of your figures must be supplied. For vector graphics, EPS is the preferred format. For 
bitmapped graphics, TIFF is the preferred format. The following resolutions are optimal: line figures - 600-
1200 dpi; photographs - 300 dpi; screen dumps - leave as is. Colour figures can be submitted in the RGB 
colour system. Font-related problems can be avoided by using standard fonts such as Times Roman, 
Courier, and Helvetica. 
 
Cover letter & Submission statement  
 
Please describe the article type of your submission (see 'Article types' below) and the reason why 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy should publish your article in your cover letter. This letter 
should also contain a submission statement with a sentence that the paper has not been submitted 
elsewhere in similar form, and should state that all authors have contributed significantly to the 
publication. There should also be a statement concerning the fact that all authors are aware of the 
submission and agree with it.  



Additionally we expect all authors’ details in the cover letter, as well as the number of words of the article, 
of the abstract, and of the references. Please do not insert author details in the manuscript itself. 
 
Language  
We appreciate any efforts that you make to ensure that the language is corrected before submission. This 
will greatly improve the legibility of your paper if English is not your first language and improve the 
chances of the manuscript being accepted by the reviewers.  

What happens after submission?   

You will receive an acknowledgement of receipt of the submission. The paper will be checked for 
adherence to the instructions and the editorial policy of the journal. If approved, the submission will be 
sent to reviewers. The review procedure should be finished in approx. 6 weeks, but may sometimes take 
up to 3 months. You will then receive information about acceptance, needed revisions or rejection of your 
submission. Unless otherwise stated in the cover letter, the corresponding author will be regarded as the 
author for correspondence and proofs. You can follow the progress of the reviewing process on line in 
Editorial Manager. 
 
Once your paper is accepted for publication, you will receive an edited version electronically for 
proofreading. The authors are responsible for checking and correcting the proofs. The main author will 
receive 25 offprints free of charge of the article within 8 weeks after its publication. More offprints can be 
ordered, at additional costs, when returning the proofs to the publisher. Consent to publish farms should 
be signed by the corresponding author and returned to Springer prior to publication. The copyright will be 
established in the name of Springer.  

Manuscript presentation   

The journal's language is English. British English is preferred but American English spelling and 
terminology may be used. Either one should be followed consistently throughout the article. Manuscripts 
should be prepared for A4 paper. Double spacing of abstract and main body of the article is appreciated.  
 
Title 
The title of your manuscript should not be longer than 120 characters.  
 
Abstract & keywords 
When submitting in Editorial Manager, you are requested to enter the authors (with their first name) and 
their affiliations, the abstract, and the key words of your publication separately. Therefore there is no need 
to include abstract, nor keywords in the manuscript.  
 
Impact of findings on practice statements 
Please submit, with the abstract, 2-5 bulleted statements on the impact of the research findings on daily 
pharmacy or clinical practice. Note that this is not the same as abbreviated conclusions. Please attach 
these statements to the abstract of your paper. 
 
Authors 
Author names should not appear in the manuscript. International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy allows for a 
maximum of eight authors. We expect the first author in the author list to be the ‘real’ author, and the last 
author to be the supervisor. Either can be corresponding author. 
 
Quotations 
Quotations of more than 40 words should be set off clearly, by indenting the left-hand margin.  
Use double quotation marks for direct quotations and single quotation marks for quotations within 
quotations and for words or phrases used in a special sense. Number the pages consecutively. 

Article types & requirements   



Reviews  
 
Review articles should not exceed 3000 words, excluding abstract and references. Reviews should be 
structured as follows: Introduction, Aim of the review, Method, Results, Discussion and Conclusion. 
Please provide a structured abstract of max. 350 words with the headings: Background, Aim of the 
Review, Method, Results, and Conclusion. 
 
Research articles  
 
Research articles should not exceed 3000 words, excluding tables, figures, abstract, or references. 
Research articles should be structured as follows: Introduction, Aim of the study, Method, Results, 
Discussion, and Conclusion. Please provide a structured abstract of max. 350 words with the headings: 
Background, Objective, Setting, Method, Main outcome measure, Results, Conclusion. Articles describing 
qualitative research may be 4000 words in length. 
 
Short research reports 
 
Short research reports give the preliminary or limited results of original research. Short research reports 
should not exceed 1500 words, excluding abstract and a maximum of 10 references. They may only 
contain 2 tables or figures, and should be structured like a research article. Please provide a structured 
abstract of max. 200 words with the headings: Background, Objective, Method, Results, Conclusion. 
 
Case reports 
 
Case reports should not exceed 1500 words excluding abstract, but including a maximum of 10 
references, and may only contain 1 table or figure. Case reports should be structured as follows: 
Introduction, Case description, Discussion, Conclusion. Please provide a structured abstract of max. 150 
words with the headings: Case (description) and Conclusion. 
 
Commentaries 
 
Commentaries should not exceed 2000 words, including a maximum of 20 references. They may only 
contain 2 tables or figures. An unstructured abstract of max. 150 words is required. 
 
Letters 
 
Letters should not exceed 1000 words, including a maximum of 5 references. Letters may contain a 
maximum of 1 table or figure. No abstract required. 

Abbreviations   

Abbreviations should be explained upon first occurrence. Do not use abbreviations in the abstract. 
 
 
Symbols and units  
 
Please use the recommended SI units.  
 
Section headings  
 
First-, second-, third-, and fourth-order headings should be clearly distinguishable but not numbered.  
 
Appendices  
 
Supplementary material (like the questionnaire used or very large tables) should be collected in an  



 
Appendix and placed after the Reference section.  
 
Notes  
 
Please use footnotes sparingly. Footnotes should be indicated by means of superscript marks (*, #, $) in 
the text and listed at the bottom of the appropriate page.  
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Acknowledgements should be placed in a separate section after the conclusion. If external funding has 
been obtained for the study, then this should be mentioned under a separate header ‘Funding’, after the 
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Conflict of interests  
 
Conflicts of interest (also if none) should be stated in a separate section before the References.  
 
References  
 
In the text, a reference is identified by means of a superscript number that should be placed at the end of 
a sentence before the punctuation. Please use cross-referencing if the same reference is used more than 
once.  
 
References to books, journal articles, articles in collections and conference or workshop proceedings, and 
technical reports should be listed at the end of the article in numbered order according to the Vancouver 
style (abbreviations of journal names according to Index Medicus). Articles in preparation or articles 
submitted for publication, unpublished observations, personal communications, etc. should not be 
included in the reference list but should only be mentioned in the article text (e.g., T. Moore, personal 
communication). Use a maximum of 6 names (authors, editors) plus 'et al.'.  
 
For the Vancouver format see: International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE). Uniform  
Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: Writing and editing for biomedical 
publication [document on the Internet]. ICMJE; 2003 [updated 2004 Oct; cited 2005 Apr 14]. Available 
from: http://www.icmje.org/.  
 
Figures  
 
AII photographs, graphs and diagrams should be referred to as a 'Figure' and they should be numbered 
consecutively (1, 2, etc.). Multi-part figures ought to be labelled with lower case letters (a, b, etc.). Please 
insert keys and scale bars directly in the figures. Relatively small text and great variation in text sizes 
within figures should be avoided as figures are often reduced in size. Figures may be sized to fit 
approximately within the column(s) of the journal. Provide a detailed legend (without abbreviations) to 
each figure, refer to the figure in the text and note its approximate location as ‘Insert Fig... here’ in the 
text. Please place the figures and legends in the manuscript on a new page after the references.  
Tables  
 
Each table should be numbered consecutively (1, 2, etc.). In tables, footnotes are preferable to long 
explanatory material in either the heading or body of the table. Such explanatory footnotes, identified by 
superscript letters, should be placed immediately below the table. Please provide a caption (without 
abbreviations) to each table, refer to the table in the text and note its approximate location as ‘Insert 
Table... here’ in the text. Finally, please place the tables after the figures at the end of the manuscript.  

Page charges and colour figures   



No page charges are levied on authors or their institutions except for colour pages. The author will be 
contacted regarding costs and invoicing if the manuscript includes colour figures.  
 
Copyright  
 
Authors will be asked, upon acceptance of an article, to transfer copyright of the article to the Publisher. 
This will ensure the widest possible dissemination of information under copyright laws.  
 
Permissions  
 
It is the responsibility of the author to obtain written permission for a quotation from unpublished material, 
or for all quotations in excess of 250 words in one extract or 500 words in total from any work still in 
copyright, and for the reprinting of figures, tables or poems from unpublished or copyrighted material.  
 
Springer Open Choice  
 
In addition to the normal publication process (whereby an article is submitted to the journal and access to 
that article is granted to customers who have purchased a subscription), Springer now provides an 
alternative publishing option: Springer Open Choice. A Springer Open Choice article receives all the 
benefits of a regular 'subscription-based' article, but in addition is made available publicly through 
Springer's online platform SpringerLink. To publish via Springer Open Choice, upon acceptance please 
visit www.springer.com/openchoice to complete the relevant order form an provide the required payment 
information. Payment must be received in full before publication or articles will be published as regular 
subscription-model articles. We regret that Springer Open Choice cannot be offered for published articles.  
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Office Number: 07E22a 
PO Box 17 
3300 AA Dordrecht 
The Netherlands 
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PHAR: www.springer.com/11096  
Tel: +31(0)78 657-6312 
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